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Speech of Hon, Robert Strange,
Delivered at the Southern Right Meeting, in Wil-

mington, January 99, 1850.
Mb. Chairman: Perhaps mere personal matters

may seem out of place on an occasion like the pres-
ent, but one does not like to appear before the public
in a false position. I would not have it supposed that
I seek to obtrude my views and my action upon the
people of New Hanover anJ Wilmington but wish
it understood that I have attended this meeting and
taken part in its deliberations at the special request
of a number of friends, residents in this place.

It is a solemn thing to see an assembly of sedate
and respectable men, embracing all parties, and every
employment, with anxious faces, enquiring of each
other What is to be done 1 It indicates some great
evil, either existing or feared. This is no holyday
occasion. We have not met to rejoice over the birth
of a nation. We have not met to celebrate the tri-

umphs of its manhood and vigor. But it is to con-

template the greatest nation upon earth laboring un-

der the premonitory symptoms of severe disease, per-

haps of dissolution threatened with convulsions
which may dislocate every joint in its mighty frame
and tear asunder its gigantic limbs. To endeavor, if
possible, ere it be too late, to apply some remedy that
may avert such dreadful consequences, and soothe the
irritated nerves before they become fully excited, I
am glad that Wilmington is among the earliest por-

tions of the State to engage in this important work.
Petersburg has been called the cockade of Virginia.
With equal propriety may Wilmington be called the
cockade of North Carolina. In everything noble, gen-

erous and public spirited, she is the first to act, and
to act efficiently. It is but in character, then, for her
to be on this occasion among the first to act ; to throw
off, as it were, from the heart, a warm and vital cur
rent, that may give pulsation to every artery near and
distant in our wide spread State. But the question
is What should we do 1 We desire to soothe and
to save the life of the patient, and not further to excite,
when excitement is already so great as to threaten
the most alarming consequences. While at the same
time we should not, from imbecile timidity, withhold
such a decided course of practice as may shield us
from the imputation of suffering the patient to die for
want of remedies sufficiently strong and active.

That the South has been wronged, and is threaten-
ed with yet more serious wrongs, no one can deny.
But I do not propose to repeat a recital of those
wrongs which have been already made with sufficient
animation by my friends who have preceded me. It
is not my purpose to inflame your feelings, but to aid
in the enquiry how those wrongs are to be met 1 Any
decided expression on the part of this meeting, fur-

ther than is done by the resolutions on your table,
would be premature. We there express the anxiety
we feel our warm, heartfelt attachment to the Union;
while at the same time we declare that, as honor and
a jusl sense of the claims of their posterity induced
our Revolutionary fathers to sever the ties of blood
and political association when they could no longer
be maintained but at the expense of these, so should
the same necessity impel us, upon like considerations,
however reluctantly, to sacrifice even our ardent love
for the Union to honor and the just claims of that
posterity for whom it is our duty to provide. Yet
we desire to make every effort for the preservation of
the Union ; and we meet not for the purpose of dis-
cussing a plan of dissolution, but to devise one by
which it can be honorably prevented. This it would
be inexpedient to do in a primary meeting to attempt
further than to devise some mode by which we may
have an opportunity of a grave and deliberate confer-
ence with all those who stand related to the subject
in like manner with ourselves. Not to forestall, by
any expression in advance of our own views, the free
and dispassionate result of such a conference. The
conference itself is all we should decide upon ; and
even that conference only in the event that future de-

velopments may make its necessity more apparent.
The distant period, therefore, of the first Monday in
June next, we would fix upon for the meeting at
Nashville. In the mean time, the further action of
Congress, and of those who agitate the subject at the
North, will enable us to judge more properly whe-
ther such meeting be necessary and what that meet-
ing ought to do. This initiatory step is particularly
called for on the part of North Carolina, for it is
greatly to be feared her position is much misunder-
stood by both the parties to this great question. Our
wide extent of territory and sparseness of population,
together with those geographical disadvantages which
prevent that speedy interchange of sentiment be-

tween one portion and another of the people, enjoyed
by other States, renders it necessarily very slow in
collecting, and, therefore, in expressing, the public
sentiment of our State. This slowness of express-
ion has been usually attributed to some peculiarity i.n

. .L 1 1 i t - -mib peopie meraseives, involving me imputation or
Bcetian stupidity or phlegmatic indifference. Never
was there a greater error. In no part of the Union
are the pulsations of the heart warmer, or the opera-
tions of the intellect more active, than among the peo-
ple of this State. But from the causes already as--
signed, our aggregate action is not altogether consis-
tent with these individual characteristics. Publie
opinion everywhere most have attained a certain vol-

ume before its. action can be felt; and this volume
must be in proportion to the numbers and space upon

no wunin wnicn u is 10 act.
The public sentiment of North Carolina, therefore.

upon this great question, is not yet understood abroad
perhaps even by a great many, not fully understood

at home. It is important that it should be understood
both at home and abroad, and now is the time to be-
gin its expression. This expression must begin
somewhere and in some way, and I know no place or
way at and in which it can better begin than here, in
the adoption of these resolutions. Thev embodv. I
believe, the true sentiments of the people of North
Carolina, and it is that it should be
known that they do. It is important to our own no
sition among our sister States. It will have a decided
affect on the controversy now going on. I fear some
of our Southern brethren look upon us with contemp-
tuous doubt, construing our silence into a sordid love
for the flesh pots of Egypt, or a dastardly fear of the
consequences to which an expression of our opinions
may lead. These doubts should be dispelled, for oar
honor and for the success of the common cause. I
fear greatly too, that the invader's of our rights, from
the same causes, impudently calculate that they may
count on as as an ally in their wicked assaults upon
the great Southern foftiry, and that we will be found
treacherous to oar stethteoand our father's home.
This emboMeoc. tfcesn in their diabolical attempts.
One party is disheartened by the want of confidniMm

ppert; the other is encouraged by the belief
occopy tint strong position of having a ee--

"J"sg.fi(iea is wo camp oi me enemy. olhing, 1 am
if will tend more to nrevent these eiM.mwih.

I menu upon Southern rights, which so seriously threat--
"1U" wan a conviction that the whole South

JistV one ad MflvWeila maintaining those"j sacruioe.

"Men crush the worm, but pause before they wake
The sleeping venom of the folded snake."

North Carolina, for the reasons before given, is more
doubted on one side, and calculated, on by the other,
than any other Southern State. Without meaning to
provoke, then, let her proclaim that she knows her
rights, and knowing, will maintain them. Let her
boldly unfurl her flag, the glorious stripes and stars
of the Union, nailed to the flag-sta- ff of the Consti-
tution. But should that flag-sta-ff be broken and cast
away, let her own original flag, as one of thirteen in
dependent States that formed that Constitution, be
found waving with the liberty cap conspicuous there-

: i I l . 1 ... . . .on, in me piace wnere noatea me torn, tattered and
dishonored flag of the Union. But Heaven forbid
that this event should ever happen ! Perhaps it is
true that by the administration of the General Gov-
ernment burdens and advantages of the Union have
been very unequally distributed ; that a much larger
portion of the revenue, by an unwise and unjust sys-
tem of taxation, has been collected from the sooth than
from other parts of the Union, and that by a still more
unequal expenditure of the revenue in the different
parts thereof, the South has been impoverished, and
the other portions of the Union enriched. Besides
this, we have contributed more than onr portion to
the wealth of the Union by our great staple produc-
tions, and more than our portion to her glory in her
achievements in arms. But grant that, in these things
injustice may have been done us, and that it is likely
we will, through all time to come, be equally unfor-
tunate, what are considerations such as these, to
the many advantages the Union has, and we trust
will continue to afford us? It is better to enjoy a
morsel in peace and security, than to have great riches
constantly exposed to the grasp of the spoiler, and
which can only be held amid the din of arms and the
outpouring of blood. This peace and security .the
Union, under the constitution, has so far afforded us.
A peace and security we could no longer hope to en
joy after its dissolution. Even among ourselves,
strife would be inevitable. This Union could not be
dissolved without involving a long and bloody strife
among the members composing it. Grant for a mo-
ment, that one portion of the States should be willing
to acquiesce in the quiet secession of another portion
from the Union, what would become of our vast
domain of our armaments, and the countless items
composing the public treasure ? Would the seceding
States be willing to surrender all interest in these?
Certainly not. The same considerations of honor and
just regard to posterity which would prompt seces
sion, would also prompt us to insist on carrying with
us a portion of what had been acquired by the com-
mon suffering. But would those claiming to be ad-
herents to this Union, agree toa just partition ? We
need not hope it ; and the sword, the only earthly ar
biter between disputing communities, would have to
record its decision in blood. Nor would one decision
be final ; but by successive appeals, this fearful lit-
igation would probably be protracted through indef-
inite agea. But if this were not so, there are family
jewels belonging to this great confederacy, which ad-

mit of no partition. To whom would belong the sa-
cred mementoea of our Fathers? Which
of us would inherit the imperishable laurels gathered
in the war of 1819 ? And even those yet green and
reeking with the blood of our valorous sons, lately
won in the campaign in Mexico, would have no just
claimants.

All these national trophies would cease to be of
value, for no one would be left to appropriate them,
and they would be as completely lost aa if swallowed
up in the ocean wave.

Who is there, either at the north or south, that is
willing to see the sponge of oblivion sweep over the
record that speaks of the gallant doings the holy
brotherhood the profound wisdom the great moral
achievements of the people of the United States of
America? Is the proud distinction of an American
citizen to be forever lost that name which is now
a passport of honor to him who beats it in any of
the four quarters of the globe ? When the people of
this land go abroad, that la the title by which they
desire to be known. We may boast among ourselves
of being a Virginian, a Carolinian, a Georgian, a
New Yorker, a Pennsylvanian, a native or inhabitant
of this or that State. But abroad these respective
States are scarcely heard of they are unknown to
fame, while the most ignorant among men would
blush to own that he knew not the fame of the Unit
ed States of America, or that her flag waved among
the proudest of the proud of the nations of the earth.
Yes, the title of an American citizen is more honor-
able now than that of a Roman in the ancient days.
Even the great Apostle, St. Paul, was not so insen-
sible to earthly pride, as not to value the title of the
Roman citizen ; and when one spoke in his presence
of having purchased that honor, he somewhat boast-foll- y

replied, "but I was free bom." And so,
wherever an American citizen may go whatever
may be the boastful titles claimed even by the no-
bles of the earth ; he may lift up his head among
them and exclaim, " but I was free born I am an
American citizen." But dissolve the Union, and
wit it that charm will also be dissolved. Are not
these considerations (and the half has not been told)
sufficient to induce every sound head and honest
heart to pray for the perpetuity of this Union ? And
who desires its dissolution? Not we of the South,
for our ardent love for it has enabled us to hear much

very much. At first we were annoyed by the out-
cries of religious fanatacism against an institution in-

terwoven with the very textnre of our existence ; and
while we pitied the short-sighte- d folly of those fan-

atics, and felt sore under the ascriptions of moral in-

famy they were disposed to heap upon us, we could
not but respect the motives that prompted them.
Religious fanaticism may do much mischief it may
involve whole nations in a moral conflagration, but
the spark that kindled it came from Heaven; and
while we mourn over the consequences, we cannot
but respect the source from whence they proceed.
But from a different source does danger now threat-
en us. The lust of civil power, and the desire of
political triumph are now the impulses that prompt
these attacks upon our property our peace and our
domestic quiet. The religious fanatics are but as
torch-beare- rs for the political incendiaries, and only
here and there in the anti-slave- ry ranks is found a
bosom burning with religions zeal, while the fires of
hell itself warn) the hearts of the masses of those
who constitute the anti-slave- ry army at the north.

It is time, then, that we should speak ; it is time
that we should warn one another, ere we find our
selves so entirely surrounded, that we cannot escape,
and so closely pressed upon by the foe, that our arms
cannot be wielded to advantage. Political strategy
is as dangerous as the strategy of war, and there is a
period in both when you are rendered powerless by
your adversary, and it is the part of wisdfro to act'
before that period arrivea. Must we wait until eve-
ry post has been seized by the enemy, and nothing
is left us but to surrender at discretion, or fight at
disadvantage ? But by taking our position in time,
within the yet anshaken fortress.of the Constitution,
and manfully defending it against the first encroach-
ments of the foe, we may be able to preserve both it
and ourselves. If we must perish, let us perish un-
der its ruins. To give it up, or to suffer one frag-
ment of it to be destroyed without resistance, is the
most certain way to consummate thai disunion that
we so much dread. It is to cry loud against en-

croachments upon the Constitution, and to declare
out determination at every hazard to maintain it, that
we meet, and not for the purpose of plotting agunst
It.' By thus acting, if disunion is forced upon us
if the fair fields of these State must be fattened
with the blood of their sons if the swords of broth-

ers must pierce the vitals of each other if the ties
of blood mast be disregarded, and the bonds of po-

litical association be dissolved, let us at least, amid
all As sorrows and troubles that muat follow, have
the comfort of a good conscience, and looking upon
the desolation that may surround us, be able to say
of our Northern brethen they would have it so.
Hot never 1st us surrender the Uoosutottos), and tne
Union it secures, until we can With truth aay-th- fy j

win nave it so. Bat wnen that awtut period arrives
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if come it must, let us be prepared for the duties it
shall demand, and with manly hearts, to sacrifice
every thing else for our domestic altars, the rights
of our posterity, and our sacred honor.

Mr. President, I rejoice once more to see meetings
holden in our State without respect of parties. It is
almost the only cheering circumstance growing out
of this sectional question, that brings us nearer to
each other at home. The sense of common danger
wakes up within us those kindly feelings which par-
ty bitterness had subdued. The danger which we
are now contemplating, ana against which we are

! endeavoring to provide, is in part the bitter fruit of
I

party strife. Year after year, for many years, has
party spirit been increasing in bitterness; it has even
marred the relations of social life. It has destroyed
those safe standards by which fitness for office ought
properly to be tested capacity and integrity. And
men of all parties have come to make availability the
only question in our elections. This is the same
spirit which leads on at the north the heterogeneous
army now making war upon southern rights.

In conclusion, permit me to say that we of the
south are not altogether clear in this matter. To
some extent, our blood will be upon our own heads, if
the worst should come. We have in a good degree,
pandered to the factious spirit of local distinctions.
In many respects we have acted most unwisely and
nnjnstly to our brethren at the north ; we have not
made proper allowances for the position of public
men in mat pan or me union, we nave oeen un-
reasonable in our demands upon them, and have
greatly diminished our own moral force in the pre-
sent controversy. We rneed not wonder that the
opinions of men take their hoe from surrounding cir-

cumstances, and that there is a tide in the opinions
as well as in the affairs of men, and that both these
tides have their ebb and flood. No incident so much
affects the opinions of men as their interest. This
matter of slavery stands upon the same footing with
everything else. If it were to the interest of the
greater part of mankind to dispense with the use of
horses, and a very small portion of men were left
who found it to their interest to continue their use,
they would likewise continue as the majority now do,
to think that their use was altogether right and proper

perhaps even praiseworthy. But that majority
would soon come to denounce it as a most flagrant
injustice to that noble animal Which God had made to
enjoy his freedom in the boundless plains and the
trackless wilds ; and not be subjected to the drudgery
of the plough, or the cruel infliction of the whip and
spur. And so we who hold slaves in the strict sense of
that term, are in a very small minority, although our
slaves are in fact more free and happy than the larger
portion of the so called freemen who are more truly
slaves. The majority of mankind have not found it
to their interest to hold slaves in the strict sense of
that term, and as might be expected, are very ready
to denounce it in those who do, and especially in
those who are under the most irresistible moral ne-

cessity to continue to hold them. This very moral
necessity under which we live makes their denuncia-
tion the more violent, for the devil is always the
most disposed to meddle where he can do the most
mischief; and vou will slways find mankind more
ready to censure you for differing from them in things
that you cannot avoid than in things that you can.
A personal defect brings a man much mote into
contempt than a vice. These are all moral evils
that we may deplore, but they are not likely
ever to be eradicated. It is in vain for us to endea-
vor to convince the proud Pharisees scattered all
over the world, for almost every man is a Pharisee
upon every subject where he can make a plausible
moral argument on one side reproachful to others,
when he himself finds no temptation in that direc-
tion, and especially if what temptations he may have
are in an opposite one.

" Compound for sins he has a mind to
By 'damning those he's not inclined to."

We shall never gain anything in the present state
of the world by an argument in favor of slavery in
the abstract. But we can appeal to the regard of our
northern brethren for the compromises of the Consti-
tution to their sense of interest in preserving their
political association with us, and allowing us to make
in quiet those staples from which they chiefly derive
their wealth to their sense of justice to us and those
ties of blood which are stronger between us and
them, than between them and the race of Africa.
Those dispassionate and wise men who respect these
views, and who, upon constitutional principles would
have always stood by us, we have caused to be kill-
ed off politically by requiring them to stand out and
proclaim themselves pro-slave- ry men before any cri-

sis demanded such a sacrifice. Just as wise would
it be for a General, in anticipation of a battle, to re-

quire his soldiers to stand out and be shot at with
loaded rifles, that he might know whether they could
be relied upon in the day of battle. Quite as rea-

sonable would it be for one to say to another who
professed to be his friend, that he would never be-

lieve him until he should openly insult some man
whom he knew to be his foe. A man runs no risk
at the South by vaunting pro-slave- ry opinions in the
abstract, or in any other way. But it is not so at the
North. It can never be done there without some
moral risk ; for such sentiments are against a strong
current which no wise man would like to encounter,
but on some urgent necessity, or for some great good
to be achieved, well knowing that whenever he does
it, it is at the risk of drowning. We have not con-sider- eB

this ; and one after another we have need-
lessly sacrificed useful northern men by compelling
them to avow pro-slave-

ry opinions on insufficient oc-

casions. And even after compelling them to this
needless display of friendship when they magnani-
mously exposed themselves in this discharge of mor-
al artillery for our gratification, we have told them
that we still distrusted them because they were north-

ern men, and for no other reason, and refused to give
them our confidence. Thus have we been continu-
ally weakening ourselves, and but for our own folly,
I am persuaded where we have now a corporal's
guard at the north, we should have had legions to stand
by us in the defence of the constitution. But still 1

Mve a strong confidence that there is sufficient polit-
ical integrity and good sense at the north, to aid us
in averting the consequences to which we are appre-
hensively looking ; and that all that is needed, is that
they shall know that we will be true to ourselves,
and will not meanly desert them when they shall
have committed their political fortunes to the cause
of honor and justice to the south.

For these reasons, I think we should cause our-

selves to be represented in the Nashville Convention.
And that is all that it would be wise for us at pres-

ent to determine, on this subject. This
being done, our glorious Union will continue through
indefinite ages, growing and spreading until the stars
upon its banner shaH become a countless host; and like
the blue canopy of heaven, which it represents, be look-

ed up to by men of all nations with reverential awe.

Mr. Staklt, of North Carolina, is profusely quot-
ed at the North, to show that under no excess of pro-

vocation and wrong, will the South resist. They
havea right to the auhority, aa far as it is available.
Mr. Stanly, undoubtedly, has given pledges to keep
the peace, under whatever provocation; and, in his
recent speech, he even set up some cock-sparro- w

pretensions to speakJor North Carolina. BuUhereare
circumstances in which Mr. Stanly is as belligerent
as any living man; and, in this very speech finding
Mr. Hilltard. of Alabama, a Methodist clergyman,
within reach, be attacked him with the fury of a
wild beaat. Even he, therefore, is not opposed to
resistance, on principle. It is not peace, but safety,
that he holds sacred.

Wa neither see symptons of submission en the
part of the South, nor do we see anything iq the pros-
pect, to justify her in changing her proud attitude,
or relinquishing appropriate measures of self-protecti-

Mr. Webster has made a greet speech, end alt
4 a magnanimous one: but it tea as

yet received no solid. ofapproval from the North.
Uutrlttton Mercury.

Southern Bights Convention,
WiLMUfGTOK, N. C, March 11, 1850.

The Delegates from the different Counties of the
7th Congressional District, having met in the Mason
ic Halfr Un motion of D. G. McKae, the Conven
tion was temporarily organized, by appointing Cot
O. R. Kenan, Chairman, and A. J. Grady, and Wm.
H. Bayne, Secretaries.

On motion, a Committee of one Delegate from each
county was appointed to report Officers for the Con
vention, l he committee consisted of : D. G. Mc-Ra- e,

Cumberland ; Stephen Graham, Duplin ; Thoa.
J. Morisey, Sampson ; F. George, Columbus ; Absa-
lom Davis, Robeson ; Isaac Wright, Bladen; Edward
W. Sanders, Onslow; James Cassedy, New Hano-
ver; Wm. N. Whitted, Bladen ; James H. Pritchard,
Brunswick.

The above Committee having retired to perform
their duty, the list of Delegates to the Convention
was called, and the following Delegates answered to
their names :

New Hanover. G. J. McRee, Thos. Loring, Jno.
C. Wood, N. N. Nixon, E. St. George, J. M. Foy,
John Howard, James Garrason, W. P. Larkins, Jno.
Jones, James P. Moore, John McAnslan, James Mc-Jnty- re,

A. Rochelle, John Shepherd, J. B. Pigford,
T. H. Tate, James Harrel, Joel Moore, Thos. H.
Williams, James Cassedy, John B. Bannerman, A.
G. Hall, T. D. Meares.

Duplin. Stephen Graham, J. Pearsall, D. Bow-de- n,

Isaac Wright, Col. C. D. Hill, Dr. Faison, Jas.
A. Jerman, Zach. Smith, jr. Blaney Williams, A. J.
Grady, George Smith, James Dickson, James G.
Stokes, David Sloan, Hampton Sullivan, Alsey Suth-
erland, Edward E. Hussy, W. H. Hansley, O. R.
Kenan, James H. Hicks.

Columbus. F. George; A. F.Toon, M. Powell.
Bladen. Isaac Wright, J. G. McDugald, J. W.

Russ, J. R. Kemp, John Wesscl, J. J. D. Lucas, W.
N. Whitted, A. J. Jones, D. McMillan, J. O. Dan-
iel, James O. Andres, W. Westbrook, John King, J.
B. Brown.

Robeson. John C. Moore, Dr. A. D. McNair,
Duncan Smith, Abs. Davis, jr., Win. McNeill, Rob-
ert S. French.

Sampson. Wm. Faison, Curtis Thompson, A. A.
McKoy, T. J. Morisey, Wm. K. Slocumb, William
Ashford, J. W. Lane, C. A. Harrison, M. J. Faison,
Dr. H. A. Bizzel, L. E. Carr, J. M. Jernigan, P.
Murphy, J. B. Moore.

Cumberland. Wm. H. Bayne, D. G. McRae, W.
J. My rover, James R. Gee, Hugh McCormick, Jno.
Eccles, James Banks, John D. Williams, James G.
Cook.

Onslow. Dr. Jno. H. McMillan, M. L. M. Redd,
Jesse Cooper, S. Humphrey, George J. Ward. Ed-

ward W. Sanders, Eli W. Sanders, Dr. Wm. Wren,
Isaac B. Sanders, Charles Gregory.

Brunswick. David D. Allen, M. C . Turrentine,
Daniel L. Russell.

The committee to report the organization of the
Convention, then returned the following report :
' Fob President. Col. O. R. Kenan, of Duplin.

Vice Pbksibeots. Dr. J. H. McMillan, of Ons
low ; Wm. Faison, of Sampson ; and Nicholas N.
Nixon, of New Hanover.

Secretaries. Wm. H. Bayne, A. J. Grady, W.
McNei.l.

That the rules of the House of Commons govern
this body, aa tar as applicable.

That each county shall have two votes.
That the Delegates from each county be requested

to select one of their number to prepare Resolutions
for the action of the Convention. .

On motion of T. Loring the same Committee who
reported the officers, were retained as the above Com-
mittee.

On motion of Wm. H. Bayne, the committee to re
port resolutions were directed to have 150 copies of
the resolutions which they shall prepare, printed for
the use of the delegates.

The convention then adjourned until 9 o'clock to
morrow.

Tuesday Morning, March 12.
The Convention was opened by a fervent prayer

from Rev. A. P. Repiton.
Mr. Sanders from the committee to prepare busi-

ness for the Convention, reported resolutions simply
appointing delegates to the Nashville Convention.
Mr. D. G. McRae, of Cumberland, presented a mi-

nority report, consisting of a preamble and resolutions,
appointing no delegates, and giving the power to the
President to appoint delegates in case Congress
should not settle the question before the time appoint-
ed for the meeting of the Nashville Convention.

Duncan K. McRae, Esq., was invited to take a
seat in the Convention. Mr. McRae acknowledged
the compliment, and made a few sensible and patri-
otic remarks upon the important subject of our pres-
ent sectional difficulties.

Messrs. Isaac Wright of Bladen, Samuel Potter
of New Hanover, John Eccles of Cumberland, Mc-

Ree of New Hanover, severally addressed the Con-
vention.

After these addresses, Mr. Loring offered a resolu-
tion referring both Reports back to the committee for
further consideration. Mr. D. G. McRae moved to
amend Mr. Loring's resolution by appointing a new
committee to take these resolutions into considera-
tion. The amended resolution was adopted, and
each delegation, after consultation, appointed the fo-
llowing gentelmen from each county, to compose the
committee :

New Hanover, G. J. McRee; Duplin, Jere Pear-
sall; Columbus, A. F.Toon; Robeson, Abs. Davis;
Cumberland, James Banks ; 15 laden, J. G. McDugald ;
Sampson, Patrick Murphy; Onslow, Isaac B. Sanders.

The Convention then adjourned until 3 o'clock.
At 3 o'clock the Convention again met, and the

committee, through their chairman, reported the fol-

lowing preamble and resolutions:
That in the opinion of this Convention, the pres-

ent dangerous aspect of affairs demands of the peo-

ple of the South the utmost prudence, moderation,
and union of sentiment and action. To submit tame-
ly to long continued and dangerous invasions of their
chartered rights on the one hand, is weak, unmanly,
and unbecoming the spirit of a free people. To rush
wildly into the untold horrors of disunion on the oth-

er, would benworthy the high character of American
citizens ; subversive of the true principles of nation-
al and constitutional liberty, and a death blow to re-

publican freedom throughout the world. While they
feel that the alarming progress of fanaticism at the
North has rendered it necessary that the South should
declare her wrongs in terms of indignant denunciation,
they also fear among themselves that unreflecting
zeal for a good cause, which often leads to danger-
ous error. To stand up boldly for our rights, to con-
tend for them fearlessly under the constitution and
the law, is the imperative duty of every true son of
the South. To encourage a state of feeling which
leads men carelessly " to speak lightly of a dissolu-
tion of the Union, may be to encourage the beginning
of a revolution, which ought to be avoided by every
patriot. What course, then, amid these dimculti
is it the part of wise men to pursue t Let the peo
ple of the southern States assemble together in every
county, town and village, and in moderation and firm-

ness, take counsel together and declare their sense
of the unjust disregard of their rights, by their north-

ern brethren, and warn them of the danger of their
course. Therefore

Resolved, That the principle of the Wilmot previ-
se, begun in political trickery and intrigue, and sus-
tained by fanaticism, would if sanctioned by Congress,
be enoonstito tional, unjust, oppressive, end insulting
to fee South.

Rtsmhed, That while we love and cherish our glo-rio-ee

Union, and desire to abide by it, while in hon-
or and safety we can; and while we yet forbear, in
roe nope that a returning senvi of right in ear north-
ern bmthren nay bring on jusi. . we cannot rafraid
from saying, that there Is a point before them, at
which forbearance will cease to be a virtus.

Resolved, That we in Convention assembled, do
nominate d appoint two delegates; with alternates,

from the two political parties, to represent us in the
proposed jxasnvnie convention,

Resolved, That We appoint six delegates from each
county in this Congressional District, to meet in Ra
leigh on the 15th day of April next, for the purpose
of appointing four delegates, with alternates, to rep- -
icaeiit me aiauj m xurui varouna in tne proposed
Nashville Convention, and that they be chosen from
the. two great political parties.

Resolved, That the respective delegations from each
county constitute committees to recommend delegates
iu me prupuseu naieign isonvenuon.

Resolved, That we yet entertain feelings of the
warmest attachment to the Union, and regard it with
peculiar veneration, and as the hope of happiness and
prosperity to the American citizen.

These resolutions were read separately and adopt-
ed unanimously, with tbe exception of Isaac Wright
and J. O. Daniel of Bladen.

Mr. Banks of Cumberland, then submitted the fo-
llowing :

Resolved. That this Convention recognizes the
Nashville Convention simply as an advisory council,
to consult and deliberate for the preservation of our
southern interests, as guarantied by the constitution
of the United States for the welfare of our countrv.
and the perpetuity of our glorious Union.

Duncan K. McRae spoke warmly, fervently, elo-
quently and ably, in opposition to this resolution. Mr.
Banks replied to Mr. McKae, in support of the reso-
lution. Mr. Morisey spoke in opposition to, and
Mr. Isaac Wright and Mr. Pearsall in favor of the
resolution.

The question having been taken, the vote stood
thus: atrainst the resolution. Dunlin. Bind en. Samn- -
son, Columbus, and Onslow. For it, New Hanover.
Robeson and Cumberland.

Mr. James G. Cook proposed the following, which
was passed unanimously :

Resolved, That we have seen with pleasure the
views of the Hon. Daniel Webster, delivered In the
Senate of the United States, on the Question of slave
ry ; the high and noble stand which he has taken en-
titles
a .

him
.

to
.
the
i ...thanks of every. ''lover of his country.

w

Ana lurtner, mat this Convention considers the Hon.
Lewis Cass, of Michigan, and Mr. Dickinson, of
N ew York, and all other northern centlemen who
hjve labored to sustain the constitutional rights of
the South, entitled to the thanks of the southern
people.

1 he Hon. Robert Strancre was then nominated as
the delegate on the part of the democratic party, to
represent this District in the Nashville Convention.
and was unanimously elected.

Mr. Griffith J. McRee, of Wilmington, was nomi
nated as a delegate on the. part... of. the whies.. Also,

.
I

ft IV - 1 n I Fmr. isaniei caner, wm. A. Wright and others. Af-
ter several ballottings, Mr. McRee was elected.

Mr. Stephen Graham, of Duplin, was appointed
alternate to the Hon. Robt. Strange, and Thomas Ju-
nius Morisey, alternate to Mr. McRee.

: In accordance with the fourth resolution, the coun-
ties nominated, the following gentlemen as their del-
egates to Raleigh : "

Cumberland Alex. Elliott, Wm. H. Haigh, Jas.
Banks, J. G. Shepherd, G. W. Pegram, D. Bethune.

New Hanover N. N. Nixon, David Reid, James.
Cassedy, T. H. Williams, Saml. R. Potter, Col. J.
D. Jones.

Bladen Wm. N. Whitted. J. G. McDugald, J.
R. Kemp, T. C. Smith, T. L Robinson, J. W. Russ.

Robeson Robt. S. French, Col. J. McNeill, Col.
P. P. Smith, Col. A. McMillan, Absalom Davis,
Col. Ncill Regan.

Columbus F. George, Col. J. Maultsby, Alva
Smith, Calvin Haynes, Rev. Hays Lennon, Wm. J.
Stanly.

Onslow J. A. Averitt, Col. D. W. Hemprhey, I.
B. Sanders, Col. G. I. Ward, D. A. Humphrey, M.
L. M. Redd.

Sampson L. F. Carr, C. A. Harrison, Dr. H. A.
Bizzel, A. B. Chesnut, A. A. McKoy, W. K. Slo-cu- m.

Duplin O. R. Kenan, Jas. Dickson, A. J. Grady,
A. T. Standford, Col. C. D. Hill, Dr. Henry W.
Faison.

On motion of D. G. McRae, the Secretaries were
directed to publish these proceeding in the newspa-
pers, and send copies of them to our Senators and
the Representative of this District in Congress.

After a voto of thanks to the officers, the Conven
tion adjourned. OWEN EL KENAN, J'res.

J. H. McMillan, )
Wm. Faison, Vice Fres'ls.
N. N. Nixox,

A. J. Grady,
W. McNeill, Secretaries.
Wm. H. Bayne.

MEETING IN ROWAN.
Pursuant to a previous notice, a portion of the Dem-

ocrats of .Rowan County met at the Court House in
Salisbury, on Saturday the 9th instant, when, on mo-
tion, Archibald Henderson was called to the Chair,
and Obadiah Woodson requested to act as Secretary.
" The object of the meeting was explained by the
Chairman, and it being suggested that if any gentle- -
man had resolutions prepared for the action of the meet-
ing that he present them ; whereupon Dr. Edward H.
Brown arose and offered the following:

1. Resolved, That the Democrats of Rowan Coun-
ty will sustain the nominee of the State Convention
for Governor, and will energetically use every honor-
able means to promote and secure his election.

2. Resolved, That we regard terms of office for life,
and property qualifications as contrary to the spirit of
Republican institutions and the highest interests of
society ; that their evident and only tendency is to
create and' perpetuate distinctions without merit.

A. Resolved, 1 hat the Democratic creed as expoun-
ded and published in the resolutions passed at the
Baltimore Convention in 1840, as exemplified by
Jefferson, Jackson, and Pork, fully describes and em-
braces the object, spirit and powers of the Federal
Government, and is best calculated to secure the rights
and accomplish the happiness of the people.

4. Kesolvea, J hat we respectfully and unanimously
recommend to the favorable consideration of the Con-
vention, the name of the Hon. David S. Kb id, of
Rockningham County, as the nominee of the Demo
cratic party tor Governor.

5. Resolved, That tbe Chairman of this meeting bo
authorized to appoint 36 Delegates to atteud the Con
vention to be held at Kaletgh on to nomi-
nate a suitable candidate for Governor.

The resolutions being under consideration, Robert
E. Love, Esq., advocated their adoption in a very an-
imated speech of about half an hour, and briefly ad-
verted to the Southern Convention to be held at
Nashville, Tennessee, urging the necessity of North.
Carolina being represented in it.

Capt. John U . Vogler also entertained the meeting
by making a fow remarks, after which the resolutions
were again read separately,.and unanimously adopted.

In pursuance to the 6th resolution, the following
gentlemen were appointed Delegates to the State
Convention :

Newberry F. Hall, Jeremiah Barringer, Dr. Jebn
eke, John L. Graham, M. S. Farley. Wm. Heath- -

man, Filman Cranford, Joseph McKnight, Christo-
pher Lyerly, Wm. S. Macay, Radford Bailey, Miles
Arey, Dr. Albert T. Powe, David Barringer, Peter
Hartman, Paul Goodman, Moses G. Morgan, Archi-
bald Misenheimer, John Shaver, Esq., Dr. Archibald
M. Nesbitt, Daniel Kens, D. W. Honeyeutt, Esq.,
Milo RiBWinin, Daniel KinUs, Thomae Kymer, Sr.,
Jacob Rusher, Charles A. Rose, Wm. C. Miller,
Ospt. John Stoop, Capt. Thos. S. Atwetl, Jno. Leaser,
Jr., John McKnight, Dr. Edward W. Brown, Henry
A. Jacobs, Dr. J. Sumaereil, John U. Vogler, R.
&- - Love.

Thanks having been tendered to the Cbairmanaad
Secretary, and the proceedings ordered to
in the Nvrtk Carolina Standard mnJSTSpO.

- ARCHIBALD HENDERSON,
Obawah'Woodsow, e'y. - y- "- ;

MEETING IN NEW HANOVEtt.
Pursuant to previous notice, a meeting of the Pels

ocratic party ot JNew Hanover uouoty,
the Oanrt HnuM in Wilmington, on tha

On motion of J. P. Bannermarr. Esq...
Larkins, Esq., was called to the Chair, and John
Sbepard appointed Secretary.

On motion, the Chair appointed a ComniHtee of
five to draft resolutions for the action of the meeting.

The following ireotlemen were appointed upon said
Committee: James Fulton, 4S. D. Hall, vy . t,
Vann, D. Mclntire, and J. P. Bannerman.

After havin? retired for consultation, the Co
reported, through their Ctfrirmao, the follow!
amble and resolutions, which, after some die
by Messrs. E. D. and Eli W. Hall, R. Strange,
j. ruuon, ana jonn Lt. tioiraes, were HBoeeiy
adopted:

W ii v re as, A recurrence to first principles is at all
times desirable and necessary in a free Government,
but especially so during times of trial and excitement,
like those which now agitate our country, and threaten
its Unions its harmony, and its very existence; and
whereas it has always been the constant practice of
the Democratic party, at all proper times and occa
sions to give full and free expression to its opinions
upon the great public questions of the day j be it
therefore.

1. Resolved, That we, a portion of the Democratic
party ot New Hanover county in public meeting as
sembled, entertaining the deepest respect and vener-
ation for the Union of these United States, and be
lieving that Union should be maintained at the ex-

pense of every thing short of honor and principle,
hare viewed with pain and indignation tho long series
of outrages and aggressions which Northern cupidity
and fanaticism has aimed against the rights, feelings,
and institutions of the South, and which, if consum
mated, must inevitably result in disunion and blood'
shed. '

3. Resolved, That we adhere, with unshaken confi
dence to the principles of States Rights Democracy,
believing that all laws tending to confer exclusive
privileges upon particular sections, interests, or
classes, are alike unconstitutional and undemocratic.
whether such measures take the name of Wilmot
Proviso, Protectivo Tariff, or Internal Improvements
by the General Government.

3. Resolved, That tbe experience of the last year
has conclusively proved that the idea. of
has been a cheat and a delusion, and that the only
safety for the democratic party is to be found in a
strict adherence to its principles and its organization.

4. Resolved, That we believe in the necessity and
propriety of holding a Democratic State Convention,
lor the purpose of nominating a candidate for Govern
or, in accordance with the usages of tbe party.

5. Resolved, That the Chairman of this meeting be
authorized to appoint twenty-fiv-e Delegates to ryt
rem me county or new rtanover in saia convention.

6. Resolved, That we will cheerfully abide, by the
decision of the Convention, and give to its nominee
our fullest support, but beg respectfully to submit to
the Convention the name of Hon. J. C. Dobbin, of
Cumberland, as the first choice of New Hanover
county.

7. Resolved, That we recommend the holding of tho
State Convention at the city of Raleigh, on tbe 13th
day of May next.

Isaac Wright, Esq., of Bladen, was present, and
being called epon, favored the meeting With some
eloquent and appropriate remarks in support of the
candidate recommended by the resolutions.

In accordance with the fifth resolution, the chairman-appointe-

the following gentlemen as Delegates to the
Raleigh Convention: Gen. L. H. Marsteller, WfltV
C. Bettencourt, Robert Strange, Jr., Bit W. HaH,
S. R. Bunting, J. L. Holmes, James Fulton,' M. A.
Moore, Wm. C. Marshall, J. F. Simpson, Jno. T.
Moore, J. B. Seavy, Thos. Devane, Thos. H. Tate,
J. D. Powers, Amos Rochelle, David Williams,
Wm. E. Bunting, John Larkins, N. N. Nixon, J,
M. Foy, Daniel Sanders, Chas. Craig, David Mela-tir-e,

Evan Larkins.
After the report of the committee had been dispos-

ed of, Mr. John Shepabd submitted for the consider
ation of the meeting the following preamble and
olutions, which were also adopted unanimously :

Whebeas, There exists vacancies in the former
delegation of New Hanover county in the Legislature
of this State, and whereas, it has heretofore been the
custom of the Democratic party of New Hanover
county to hold county conventions, for tbe purpose of
selecting suitable county candidates, and also with a
view to a more perfect organisation of the party in
said county : be it therefore

Resolved, That we, a portion of the democratic cit-
izens of New Hanover county, in public meeting as-
sembled, respectfully recommend that a county con-
vention be held at Wilmington, on Tuesday of Jens
Court nest; and

Rett fikrlhfr- - Runlnpii. That wm rnmtfilHp naiitAa
to our democratic brethren of each Captain's precinct
in satu county, tne propriety ot their sending tni
delegates from each of their respective precincts,
said convention ; snd that said convention have ful
authority to nominate suitable county Candidates, to
be voted for at the ensuing August Election, to fill
the respective offices for which they may be selected!

On motion,
Resolved, That the preamble and resolutions reeotn-mendi- ng

a county convention, be requested! to be
published in the "Journal" till the meeting of said
convention. ;

On motion,
Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting he ten-

dered to the Chairman and Secretary for the abla afcd
courteous manner in which they have discharged
their duties.

Resolved, That these proceedings he published in
the Wilmington Journal, and Fayettevftte North Car-
olinian.

On motion adjourned. ?

WM. S. LARKINS, ChmH.
Jons Shepabd, Sec'y. ' '

!- ;

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS ; "
Presented by Dr. Jno. Arlington, Dr-- James W.

Alston and W. P. White, Committee, and were
unanimous! v adopted by Johnston Caswell Lodge, W.

Whereas," it bath pleased Almigmy Gwd U iob,
by death, our highly valuable Brother Peter R. Davisi
senTr. whose qualities of head and heart commended
him to the confidence and esteem ofaU.bothae a msn
and a Mason; and whereas we desire to testify ouj
umeienea respect lor nis memorv: mereiore.

Resolved, That we will attend his funeral in
ston and perform over bis remains the rites
monies of our Urder.

Resolved, That as a further testimony of lespoett-.w- s

will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty deys.
Resolved, That a Copy of these proceedings be pre-

sented to Dr. Stephen Davis as an assurance ef eer
profound sympathy and condolence with hhsYeWd the
other relatives of the deceased, tn the affrrclJfig-b-e

reavement they nave sustained.
By Order, h"L. 6. GRAVES,

Warranto, March, jfiaO. -

The following amusing specimen of cToss-rsW-tt

we extract from the Washintrton Globe.
saysonata a roll fellow nerng requested I

to read the newspaper, toot it up and
lowa:

" Last night, yesterday morning,
in the afternoon, before breakfast, a BwniHf uvfveeoei
iviirioM, bought a Bp custard for 1y,ail thro
1 Jh rune s brick wail nine feet inisnu i a

and Jejjj0 a dry mill-pon- d and drowneak

ssrkey rohters the wind Mew
trying pan, and knocked the oft iHch Cbtwe4e
and Ulsd e Sow and twe deed plge at BuetUtftS MNse
t eeafmod dome ana wee


